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William Larrabee  

s/o Captain William Larrabee & Elizabeth Parker 

b. 1796 Pejepscot (Danville) 

d. 21 Mar 1850 West Hartland (Fullers Corner Cemetery) at 54yrs 

m. 7 Mar 1822 Pejepscot 

Sarah Plummer “Sallie” 

d/o Captain William Plummer & Abigail Jordan 

b. 1790 Pejepscot 

d. 4 Mar 1877 West Hartland (FC w/William) at 81yrs 

“William was a prominent citizen of Hartland where he filled various offices including for many years as 

Justice of the Peace, for one term as County Commissioner, and twice represented his district in the State 

Legislature. Farming was his life occupation and he owned, cleared and developed one hundred acres of 

land in West Hartland (later owned by Mr. Ames). He was accidentally killed by falling upon a rake while 

throwing down hay from the barn loft. The handle pierced his body and caused him to bleed to death. He 

was a most popular man, well educated, genial in manner and courteous in deportment. He died in the 

faith of the Universalist Church, at the age of fifty four years. Sallie was a daughter of Captain Plummer, 

who lost his life at sea near the Isle of Wight. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.”  

From the biography of his son William P. Larrabee in the "PORTRAIT & BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM 

OF SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS” published in 1891 by Chapman Brothers. 

 

Sally remained at their original homestead in West Hartland following William’s untimely death with 

their surviving 7 children; 4 of them adult age. When the 1850 Census was taken in September, she was 

listed as Head of Household at 54yrs old with her children Willliam at 25yrs, Jane at 21yrs, Hugh at 

20yrs, Andrew at 18yrs, John at 16yrs, George at 14yrs and (Peter) Stephen at 8yrs old. Sally was still 

Head of Household at the homestead in C/1860 with 4 of her adult children still living with her; Jane at 

31yrs, John at 26yrs, George at 23yrs and Stephen at 18yrs old. By C/1870, all of her surviving children 

had left the family homestead except for (Peter) Stephen who had become Head of Household with Sally 

living at the house with him at 74yrs old. Peter left for California by 1871 and it is unknown where Sally 

lived until her death in 1877. Her only children remaining in the area were her son John and her married 

daughter Jane Merrifield who both still lived nearby the family homestead in 1870. 

 

By C/1880, both John and Jane had moved their families to other places in Hartland. The 1883 Map of 

Hartland notes the original William Larrabee Homestead owned by the Reverend Charles G. Bean.  

 

Ch. LARRABEE: 

1. William P. Larrabee 

b. 21 Mar 1825 West Hartland 

d. 23 Oct 1904 Auburn, Illinois (West Grove Cemetery, Thayer, Illinois) at 79yrs 

m. 24 June 1859 Illinois 

Mary Church     (See Church & Bowley Family) 

d/o Hanson Church & Frances “Fannie” Bowley  

b. 26 Apr 1835 West Hartland 

d. after 1904 

As noted in his biography, he left the West Hartland family farm in 1846 and worked 9 summers 

in Somerville, Massachusetts as a brick maker returning home to work in the woods during the 

winters. He traveled to the West Indies twice during this time. He was living with his recently 



widowed mother and siblings in C/1850 in West Hartland then went to California in 1852 to be a 

miner, probably with his brother Hugh. 

 

He returned to Hartland one final time in the spring of 1854 then traveled that summer to Illinois. 

In September of that same year, he purchased 232 acres of land in Auburn, Sangamon County, 

Illinois. He married his Hartland childhood neighbor Mary Church and built a sprawling farm, 

raising corn and livestock and spent the next 41 years there until his death. 

 

Mary’s death date and place of death are currently unknown. She is last noted in William’s 

obituary as his widow in 1904 but she is not interred with him. A death index notes the death of a 

Mary Larrabee on May 24, 1914 in New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada at 78yrs old 

matching her birth year however no other details are provided to confirm this is her. 

 

 

                                               William P. Larrabee Homestead - Auburn, Illinois 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Ch. LARRABEE: (C/1900 notes 7 children born, 4 living) 

I. Unnamed Infant Daughter (as noted on her father’s gravestone) 

d. 30 July 1868 Auburn, Illinois (West Grove Cemetery, Thayer, IL) 

II. Unnamed Infant Daughter (as noted on her father’s gravestone) 

d. 15 Mar 1861 Auburn, Illinois (West Grove Cemetery, Thayer, IL) 

 

III. William Herbert Larrabee  “Willie”  

b. 20 June 1863 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 27 Jan 1915 Fayetteville, Arkansas (Evergreen Cemetery, Fayetteville, Arkansas) 

m. 24 Jan 1885 Adams, Illinois 

Mary E. Ashley  

 

IV. Frances Ann Larrabee  “Fanny” 

b. 29 Jan 1864 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 19 July 1946 Medford, Oregon (Siskiyou Memorial Park, Medford, OR) 

m1. 18 Jan 1888 (divorced 1 Mar 1892) 

Henry F. Neher 

 

Ch. NEHER: 

A) William P. Neher/Shearburn   WWI 13th U. S. Signal Corps  

b. 22 Oct 1888 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 28 Mar 1931 Marshfield, Oregon (Sunset Cemetery, Coos Bay, Oregon) 

He never married. 

He took the Shearburn surname as noted on his death certificate and obituary. 

 

m2. 17 Aug 1892 Auburn, Illinois 

Willard Gilder Shearburn, Sr 

b. 13 Dec 1865 Illinois 

d. 11 Dec 1903 Sanger, California (Bethel Cemetery, Sanger, CA) 

She moved to Medford, Oregon in 1909 and was living there in C/1940 at 76yrs old with 

her son Walter just before his death. 

 

Ch. SHEARBURN: 

B) Calvin Lewis Shearburn 

b. July 1894 Sanger, California 

d. 20 July 1965 Fargo, North Dakota (Riverside Cemetery, Fargo, ND) 

 

C) Walter Eugene Shearburn               WWI U. S. Army 329th Tank Division  

b. 20 Apr 1896 Sanger, California 

d. 11 Oct 1942 Marshfield, Oregon (Sunset Cemetery, Coos Bay, Oregon) 

 

D) Rev. Willard Gilder Shearburn, Jr 

b. July 1899 Sanger, California 

d. 26 May 1979 Grants Pass, Oregon (Granite Hill Cemetery, Grants Pass, OR) 

 

E) Albert Shearburn 

b. 26 Dec 1902 Sanger, California 

d. after 1946 (noted as surviving son in mother’s obituary) 

 

 



V. John E. Larrabee 

b. 22 Jan 1867 Auburn, Illinois  

d. 11 May 1870 Auburn, Illinois (West Grove Cemetery, Thayer, IL) at 3yrs, 3mths 

 

VI. James Albert Larrabee 

b. 27 Nov 1870 Auburn, Illinois 

d.  
He was single and living at home at the time of his father's death in 1904. 

 

VII. Sarah A. Larrabee 

b. 30 Mar 1875 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 27 Feb 1955 Medford, Oregon (Siskiyou Memorial Park, Medford, OR) 

m. 1907 Oregon 

George Washington Clark 

She was single and living at home at the time of her father's death in 1904. 

 

2. Jacob Larrabee 

b. Aug 1826 West Hartland 

d. 30 Sep 1841 Massachusetts (FC) at 21yrs 

Noted on his gravestone as “Son of William & Sally Larrabee”. 

 

3. Jane Larrabee  

b. 1829 West Hartland 

d. 26 Apr 1886 West Hartland (FC) at 57yrs  

m. c1860 

Converse D. Merrifield 

s/o William Merrifield & Lovisa Thayer who had 16 children 

b. 12 Jan 1830 Solon 

d. 5 Mar 1888 West Hartland (FC) at 58yrs 

She was living with her recently widowed mother and her siblings in C/1850 & C/1860 in West 

Hartland. They were living near the original homestead in West Hartland in C/1870 before 

moving to Huff Hill by 1880. 

 

Ch. MERRIFIELD: 

I. Lenora J. Merrifield “Nora” 

b. 1861 West Hartland 

d. 1917 Hartland (Pine Grove Cemetery) 

m. 22 June 1901 Hartland (his 2nd marriage; widowed) 

Chester W. Chase     (See Chase Family) 

s/o Jonathan H. Chase & Ruth Whitney 

b. 24 Apr 1866 Canaan 

d. 24 Feb 1921 Hartland (PG w/both wives) 

He married 1st to Effie L. Russell (1866-1899). 

 

II. Cora Merrifield 

b. July 1863 West Hartland 

d. 1923 Hartland (PG) 

m. 1885 

Melvin Enoch Wheeler     (See Wheeler Family) 

s/o Simon Wheeler & Martha Ann Babcock of St Albans 

b. 1861 St Albans 



d. 1941 Hartland (PG) 

 

Ch. WHEELER: 

A) Elsie J. Wheeler  

b. June 1886 St Albans 

d. 1975 (PG) 

m. Perley Webber     (See Webber Family) 

 

B) Amber G. Wheeler 

b. 20 Apr 1893 St Albans 

d. 31 Mar 1954 (PG) 

m. Harry Thomas 

 

C) Harold L. Wheeler              WWI U. S. Army 

b. 30 Jan 1896 St Albans 

d. 26 Apr 1973 (PG) 

m. Mabel Wood 

 

III. Delora May Merrifield 

b. 1866 West Hartland 

d. after 1950 (Pine Grove Cemetery, Dover-Foxcroft) 

m. 2 June 1897 Dover-Foxcroft 

Charles Walter Stedman 

s/o Walter M. Stedman & Hannah Crommett 

b. 11 Mar 1865 Dover-Foxcroft 

d. 29 Dec 1942 Dover-Foxcroft (Pine Grove Cemetery, Dover-Foxcroft) 

They were living in Dover in C/1940. She was living with their son Walter in Dover in 

C/1950 at 85yrs old and noted as a widow. There is a stone for them at the cemetery but 

no death date engraved for either of them. Their son John is also listed on the stone. 

 

Ch. STEDMAN: 

A) Walter L. Stedman 

b. 18 Mar 1903 Dover-Foxcroft 

d. 1951 Dover-Foxcroft (Gray Cemetery, Dover-Foxcroft) 

m. Ivy Alice Merrill 

 

B) John C. Stedman 

b. 1906 Dover-Foxcroft 

d. 1910 Dover-Foxcroft (Pine Grove Cemetery, Dover-Foxcroft) 

 

IV. Elizabeth Merrifield  “Lizzie” 

b. 1868 West Hartland 

d. by 1937 Dover-Foxcroft 

m1. 29 Nov 1900 Milo 

Daniel H. Harris 

b. 1858 Brownville 

d. 1921 Bangor (Blackman Riverside Cemetery, Eddington) 

They had no children. (C/1910 notes 0 children born) 

She was living in Dover in C/1900 working at the woolen mill before they married. They 

were living in Bangor in C/1910 & C/1920. Her name and birth year are engraved on 

Daniel’s headstone as his wife Lizzie but no death date. 



 m2. 17 Mar 1923 Dover-Foxcroft (his 3rd marriage; widowed twice) 

George E. Edgerly 

b. 1868 Sebec 

d. 25 Apr 1937 Dover-Foxcroft (Dover Cemetery w/1st wife) 

They had no known children.  

She is noted as Lizzie E. Harris and Lizzie E. Merryfield on marriage index. They were 

living in Dover-Foxcroft in C/1930. His obituary notes he had been widowed 3 times at 

the time of his death. 

 

V. George Merrifield 

b. 13 Mar 1870 West Hartland 

d. 22 Jan 1940 Hartland (PG as noted in obituary but unknown stone location) 

He never married. 

He worked at the woolen mill most of his life and lived with his sister Lenora Chase until 

her death then with his sister Cora Wheeler on Water Street in Hartland in C/1930. 

 

4. Hugh Woodbury Larrabee 

b. 2 Aug 1830 West Hartland 

d. 15 Feb 1913 Springfield, Illinois (Virden Cemetery, Virden, IL) at 83yrs 

m. 21 Oct 1855 Falmouth 

Julia Ann Leighton 

d/o George Leighton & Abigail Mayberry 

b. 18 Apr 1834 Falmouth 

d. 25 Feb 1902 Woodland, California (Woodland Cemetery, CA) at 68yrs 

Hugh was living with his recently widowed mother and 6 of his siblings in C/1850 in West 

Hartland noted at 20yrs old and single. He left for California in the spring of 1852 where he 

engaged in gold mining at 22yrs old before returning to Maine the following year where he 

eventually married Julia and resided in Portland. In 1860, they and their 2 young daughters 

joined his brother William in Auburn Township, Illinois where they were living with William and 

his wife Mary in C/1860 before they purchased and operated their own eighty acre farm nearby 

William’s by 1865. They were living at their Auburn homestead in C/1870 & C/1880.  

 

Hugh & Julia were still living in Auburn in C/1900 but as noted in her daughter Minnie’s 

obituary, Julia had gone soon after to stay with their son Charles in Woodland, California to 

improve her failing health. She was noted as married on her California death certificate and was 

interred there with Hugh and their daughter Sarah attending her funeral. While Hugh was 

attending Julia’s funeral in California, their daughter Minnie passed away back in Illinois two 

weeks after her mother’s death. Hugh was living with his daughter Ella in Springfield at the time 

of his death noted as a Widower. 

 

Ch. LARRABEE: (C/1900 notes 5 children born, 4 living) 

I. Sarah Jane Larrabee 

b. 8 Feb 1857 Portland 

d. 2 Apr 1936 Springfield, Illinois (Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, IL) at 79yrs 

m. William C. Gard 

 

II. Cora J. Larrabee  

b. 1858 Portland 

d. 1865 Auburn, Illinois (Virden Cemetery, Virden, IL) at 7yrs  

 

 



III. Ella J. Larrabee 

b. 1861 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 1963 Springfield, Illinois (Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, IL) at 102yrs  

m. Charles A. Gard 

 

IV. Minnie B. Larrabee 

b. 1870 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 12 Mar 1902 Lowder, Illinois (Virden Cemetery, Virden, IL) at 31yrs 

m. George Grant Meachem 

 

V. Charles Edgar Larrabee  

b. 1 July 1872 Auburn, Illinois 

d. 5 July 1965 Woodland, California (Woodland Cemetery, CA) at 93yrs 

m. Lou Emma Dunning 

 

5. Andrew J. Larrabee        Civil War 17th Maine, Co. H 

b. 1832 West Hartland 

d. 1892 Colorado? (Evergreen Cemetery, Portland) at 60yrs 

m. 1 Sep 1859 Portland (her 2nd marriage) 

Elizabeth Woodbury Hunnewell 

d/o William Hunnewell & Jane Plummer 

b. 1833 Auburn (as noted on death certificate) 

d. 14 Mar 1908 Portland (Evergreen Cemetery, Portland w/Andrew) at 75yrs 

She was living with her parents in C/1850 who had moved to Westbrook. She married 1st to 

William Fritz; divorced, 1 child, Elizabeth Ella (Fitz) Cox (1855-1922). Andrew was living with 

his recently widowed mother and 6 of his siblings in C/1850 in West Hartland noted at 18yrs old 

and single. His residence was listed as Hartland and hers as Portland on their marriage 

certificate but moved to Westbrook when they married living there in C/1860 with their infant son 

George. He enlisted for the war in Westbrook on August 18, 1862 serving until June 4, 1865.  

 

By C/1880, they appear to have separated as he was living in Colorado working in the mines 

while she remained in Portland with their 3 children but noted as widowed. Andrew was still 

living in Colorado where he filed for his invalid pension in 1891 and as noted in his brother 

William’s 1891 biography as his residence and presumed place of death the following year. 

Elizabeth filed for his death pension in Maine on October 14, 1892 and was still living in 

Portland in C/1900 noted as Elizabeth Larrabee at 66yrs old, widowed, with her 2 daughters 

Addie at 37yrs & Alice at 33yrs living with her. She was however still interred with Andrew noted 

as his widow on her death certificate and on their shared gravestone as “Elizabeth W. 

Hunnewell, His Wife, 1833-1908”. 

 

Ch. LARRABEE: 

I. George L. Larrabee 

b. 1860 Westbrook 

d. 1931 (Evergreen Cemetery, Portland w/Clara) 

m. Clara A. Nason 

 

II. Addie A. Larrabee 

b. 1862 Westbrook 

d. 1935 Portland (Evergreen Cemetery, Portland) 

She never married. 

Her gravestone notes “Dau. of Andrew J. & Elizabeth W. Larrabee”. 



III. Alice May Larrabee 

b. 1866 Westbrook 

d. 1905 Portland (Evergreen Cemetery, Portland) 

She never married. 

Her gravestone notes “Dau. of Andrew J. & Elizabeth W. Larrabee”. Her death 

certificate lists her father’s birthplace as “Heartland, Me”. 

 

6. John Larrabee 

b. 1834 West Hartland 

d. 29 June 1889 Hartland (PG) at 55yrs 

m. 10 June 1866 Hartland 

Rebecca Fuller     (See Fuller Family) 

d/o James Fuller, Sr & Elizabeth Lancey (sister of his 1st wife Rebeccah Lancey) 

b. 1840 West Hartland (She was the 10th and last Fuller child) 

d. 23 Mar 1913 Hartland (PG) at 73yrs 

He was living with his recently widowed mother and his siblings in C/1850 at his father’s original 

homestead in West Hartland noted at 16yrs old and still living there in C/1860. She was living 

with her widowed mother and siblings in C/1850 up the road at Fullers Corner and still living 

there in C/1860. John & Rebecca remained in West Hartland after they married with their 

daughter Lizzie in C/1870 living next to his family homestead where his brother Peter and his 

mother were living. By C/1880, they moved to Elm Street just down the street from her older half-

brother James Fuller, Jr’s home with their daughter and her mother living with them. Following 

John’s death, Rebecca remained living on Elm Street until her death. 

 

Ch. LARRABEE: (C/1900 & C/1910 note 1 child born, 0 living) 

I. Elizabeth Anna Larrabee “Lizzie” 

b. 1867 West Hartland 

d. 9 Nov 1897 Wilmington, Massachusetts (PG w/parents) 

m. 9 Nov 1897 Wilmington, Massachusetts 

Nathaniel Charles Edward Clark 

s/o Nathaniel Dearing Clark & Louise Mills (Highland Cemetery, Dayton) 

b. 26 June 1867 Hollis 

d. 1 Oct 1949 Weymouth, Massachusetts (Highland Cemetery, Dayton w/Ethel)  

He remarried to her cousin Ethel Fuller in 1899; daughter of Josiah L. Fuller & Sarah B. 

Prince. 

 

 
 

 



7. George Larrabee 

b. Aug 1836 West Hartland 

d. 25 Dec 1914 West Bear River Township, California (Wheatland Cemetery, CA) at 78yrs 

m. 25 Sep 1875 California 

Lillian Aurelia Hollingshead 

d/o Abner Mathew Hollingshead & Abigail Jones (Wheatland Cemetery) 

b. 10 Apr 1854 Payson, Utah 

d. 31 July 1902 West Bear River Township, California (Wheatland Cemetery, CA) at 48yrs 

He was living with his recently widowed mother and 6 of his siblings in C/1850 in West Hartland 

noted at 14yrs old. He was still living there in C/1860 before moving to California living there by 

1871 when he registered to vote in West Bear River Township next to Wheatland in Yuba County, 

California. Lillian came to West Bear River Township from Utah with her family in 1861 as noted 

in her obituary. They remained in West Bear River Township for the rest of their lives.  

 

Ch. LARRABEE: (C/1900 notes 2 children born, 2 living) 

I. Mabel Luella Larrabee 

b. 31 July 1878 West Bear River Township, California 

d. 26 Mar 1964 Sacramento, California (East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento, CA) 

m1. Frank Wiederight (Widowed 1931)              Spanish-American War 

m2. David Fountain (Interred with him as Mabel L. Fountain) 

 

II. Sadie Jane Larrabee 

b. 26 June 1889 West Bear River Township, California 

d. 11 Dec 1969 Watsonville, California (Garden Of Memories Cemetery, Salinas, CA) 

m. Harvey Jean Warren  

 

8. Peter Stephen Larrabee 

b. 1842 West Hartland 

d. 1890 Cloverdale, California (Cloverdale Cemetery, CA) at 48yrs 

m. 1875 California 

Hester A. McCallum 

b. 1849 Michigan 

d. 28 Jan 1929 Cloverdale, California (Cloverdale Cemetery, CA w/Peter) at 79yrs 

They had no known children. (C/1910 notes 0 children born) 

He was living with his recently widowed mother Sally and surviving siblings in C/1850 in West 

Hartland noted as Stephen Larrabee at 8yrs old. He was still living there in C/1860 at 18yrs old 

with Sally still listed as Head of Household and his remaining siblings. By C/1870, all of the 

surviving children had left the original homestead except for Peter who had become Head of 

Household with his 74yr old mother living with him. He was listed then as Peter S. Larrabee, 

28yrs old, single and a farmer. Living nearby the original homestead at the time was his brother 

John Larrabee and his married sister Jane Merrifield.  

 

Soon after the 1870 Census was taken, Peter joined his brother George in California living there 

by 1871 when he registered to vote in what was then known as East Bear River Township in Yuba 

County before incorporating as Wheatland, California in 1874. Following their marriage, they 

remained in Wheatland, California living there in C/1880 where he was a teacher as late as 1885 

before they moved to Cloverdale, California in Napa Valley where he was noted in local 

newspapers raising strawberries until his death in 1890.  

 

Hester remarried to Andrew M. Ornbaun in 1906 and remained in Cloverdale until her death in 

1929 and was interred with Peter as “Hester A. Larrabee Ornbaun”. Peter’s name on their 



shared gravestone is engraved as “P. S. Larrabee” at Cloverdale Cemetery aka Riverside 

Cemetery. 


